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For tlie Year Sliding: March 1, 18^0.
BENJAMIN P. GALE, Tteasluek, in account with the Town
of Laconia
:
Cash in Treasury March I, 1«78,
PAID FOR BBEAKING ROADS.
Geo. H. Gilman, District No. 1,
Michael Scott, in 1877, District No. 2,
James Scott, in 1877, District No. 2,
Samuel Haines, District No. 2,
Mrs. W. F. Noyes, District No. 2,
O. L. Sanborn, in 1877, District No. 3,
J. F. H. AVatson, District No. 3,
John C. Ladd, District No. 4,
E. B. Harrington, District No. 5,
C. B. S. Watson, District No. 6,
R. D. Carter, District No. 7,
Chas. F. Sanborn, District No. 8,
Levi J. Kimball, District No. 9,
S. F. Noble, District Nos. 10 and 11,
Chas. F. Robinson, District No 11,
L. G. Morgan, in 1877, District No. 11,
Frank N. Blaisdell, District No. 12,
Myron Gray, District No. 12,
J. F. Batchelder, District No. 13,
James Filgate, District No. 14,
John H. Smith, District No. 15,
Lyman M. True, District No. 16,
$45 35
Stephen C. Kobinsou, services as Collector in 1878, $300 00
Goo. L. Mead, sei-vices as Selectman to March 13, 1878, 25 00
S. M. Doe, services as Selectman, in part, 50 00
*^ " balance, services as Selectman, to Jl'ch 1, 1879, 168 00
Jos. P. Pitman, 2nd, services as Selectman to M'ch 1, 1879, 288 00
Nelson Richardson, services as Selectman to M'ch 1, 1879, 210 00
$1678 30
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES,
Paid J. M. Marsh, cnlvert, stone and labor, .*3 00
'' Lvman W. Trne, labor on highwav, District No. 16,
to May 8, 1878,
"
6 40
*' Wm. J. Severance, labor on highway, District No.
9, to May 15, 1878, 3 00
" J. S. Howe, concrete, filling stone, plank and nails,
from Oct. 9, 1877, to May 2, 1878,
'* H. T. Qnimby, drawing- gravel, District No. 1
,
" G. H. Gilman, on acconnt of tax in Highway Dis-
trict No. 1,
** J. J. Severance, land damage, widening and straight-
ening highway, near J. B. Robinson's,
'* Augustus Doe, land damage, new road at Weirs,
** Merrill & Pearson, lumber, labor and patterns, for
circular side walk, in 1877,
" Myron Gray, labor on highway. District No. 12,
Weirs road,
*' J. F. H. Watson, labor on highway. District No. 3,
*' G. H. Gilman, labor on District No. 1,
'* W. F. Noyes, labor on District No. 2,
** L. W. True, labor on highway, District No. 16,
" T. W. Lougee, labor on highway. District No. 6, in
1877,
" C. A. Young, labor on stone, new bridge,
'' J. F. H. Watson, labor on highway. District No. 3,
*' D. C. Batchelder, building new road at Weirs, in
part,
*' W. W. Hobbs, labor on stone, new bridge,
'* J. G. Webster, labor on highwav, District No. 7, to
May 3,
*' Geo. H. Lamprey, labor, new bridge,
'' Levi J. Kimball,* labor widening and straightening
highway, near J. B. Robinson's, in full, 78 22
" Frank Watson, labor on street and new bridge, in
part, 10 00
*' N. Richardson, labor on new bridge, and widening
Main street, in part, 25 00
" Gardner Cook, Lumber for new bridge, 300 00




Paid J. B. Brown, labor on Main street and new bridge, $25 00
'' C. A. Young, labor on Main street and new bridge, 15 00
^' W. W. Hobbs, labor on Main street and new bridge, '20 00
'^ John Nowell, labor on Main street and new bridge, 6 00
" C. A. Young, labor on Main street and new bridge, 41 9o
'^ J. F. H. Watson, labor on Highway District Fo. 8, 100 00
^' Chas. E. Frye, labor on new bridge, 15 75
'' Frank P. Watson, labor on Main street and new
bridge, 18 75
'' Edward F. Gilman, labor on new bridge, 10 50
'^ G. Cook & Co., lumber for new bridge, 300 00
" W. W. Hobbs, labor on Main street and new bridge, 19 00
'*' Geo. Gignac, labor on Main street, 9 Go
^' A. B. vV'oodward, labor on new bridge, 6 00




*' Jesse Merrill, labor on new bridge, 9 G2
'^ Arthur Perry, labor on new bi'idge, 8 25
'' John Page, repairing Messer Bridge, lo 50
'' Philip Blair, labor on Main street, 8 62
'' Goodrich Drain Pipe Co., drain pipe, 94 05
'' J. L. Meserve, blacksmith work for new bridge, 42 48
*' Frank E. Grant, labor on new bridge, 5 25
'' J. F. H. Watson, labor on highwav. District No. 3, 75 00
'' S. F. Noble, labor on Highway District No. 10, 21 65
" J. B. Brown, labor widening* Main street and on
new bridge, 26 00
" Chas. A. Young, labor on Lake and Court streets, 18 00
" B. F. Parker, plank for new bridge, 24 00
" 11. W. Clapp, ten sewer caps, 55 00
" Jennie B. Bunker, land damage on River street, 1877, 75 00
^' Myron Gray, labor on Highway District No. 12, 35 20
'' Levi J. Kimball, labor on Highwav District, No. 9, 25 15
'' Chas. F. Sanborn, labor on Highwav District No. 8, 81 62
** David C. Batchelder, labor on new road at Weirs, 200 00
'' A. L. Davis, making plan tbi- new bridge, 1877, 12 00
" '' "' labor on new bridge, 68 13
*• Geo. H., Hadley, labor on Messer and new bridge, 10 50
** W. W. tlobbs, for labor on Lake and Court streets, 9 50
" Albert D. Allen •' Jiew bridge, 2138
- L. II. Iladlev, .... 9 75
Messer " 2 25
'^ Lvman W. True, '• highwav, dist. No. 16, 32 68
'' J: F. H. AVatson. " '* ' '' 3, 72 20
" D. G. Burns, land damage on River street, 1877, 75 00
" J. ('. Ladd, for covering stone and labor, district
No. 4, 168 50
*' J. Fred. Batchelder, labor on highway iu district
No. X3y . . . IS 00
Paid Chas. E. Fryc, <?raclii]g' for streets.
'• Raiilet Mfi>-. Cmpaiiy •grading for streets and sew-
er cap,
'• 1). C. Batclielder, for labor on new highway at
AVeirs. in iiill,
" John II. Smith, labor on highwav, dist. No. 15.
'- W. F. Xoves. '' '' 2,
^' Kirk. Knowlton, painting and stock for new bridge,
*' Geo. H. Gihnan, labor on highway, dist. No. 1,
'' Chas. II. Lamprey, drawing stone to Lake and
Church streets,
'' Gardner. Cook «fc Co., lumber,
•' D. & 1). L. Parshly, labor and stone for the new-
bridge,
'• A. S. Spiller, labor on new bridge,
'* Wiggin & Keasor, merchandise,
* Joiuithan B. Chapman, labor on new bridge,
-' Dimond, Libby & Co., blacksmith work and stock,
^' E. B. Harrington, labor on highway, dist. No. 5,
'^ John O'Shea," labor on Water street,
'- R. D. Carter, labor on highway, dist. No. 7,
'' S.F.Noble, '' " 10,
'•' Geo. II. Gilman, "
"
1,
^' JohnC.Ladd. '' " -I,
" C. B. S. AYatson, ''
"
'J,
'' W. F. Noves, ^' " 2,
" Chas. F. Robinson, '• '' 11,
" A. B. AYilcox, drawing lumber and stoue for new
bridge,
'' Stephen C. Robinson, stone for new bridge,
" E. B. Harrington, labor self and team widening
Main street and new bridge,
•' G. H. Gilman, labor on highway dist. No. 1,
•' Albert Thompson, blacksmith work and stocl
" AY. F". Noyes, labor on highway dist. No. 2,
" R. D. Carter, repairing bridge near R. D.
ters, one-half cost,
" E. B. Harrington, labor on highway dist. No. 5
" C. B. S. AYatson,
'' ''
^' J. F. H. AYatson,
" R. D. Carter, '' repairing bridge,
'"'
'' John C. Ladd, '' dist. No.
'' Hosea D. Swain, use of boat at Messer bridge,
'' Geo.P. Folsom, labor on ''
'' G. H. Gilmaii, labor on highway dist. No. 4,
" E. B. Harrington, " • o,
'' AY. F. Noyes, - '' 2,
•• Thos, Ford, '•' Main st. and new bridge,
•• Geo. H. Gilman, labor on highway dist. No. 1,
.$30 00
8
Paid Richard Hill, labor on highwav, dist. No. 2,




'' Lyman \V. True, " '' 16,^
'' B. M. Sanborn, cutting bushes in district No. 8 in
1877,
" John Nichols, labor and gravel on highway,
'' Myron Gray, for labor on highway dist. No. 12,
'' H. II. Eastman, '• '-* 10,
'* David Blaisdell, covering stone,
'• C. W. Manuel, labor on railing on Lake and
Main streets, •
" S. F. Noble, labor on highway dist. No. 10,




'' T. J. Whipple '^ ' '' 1,
'' A. G. Younii", stone, widening Main st.
•' Ranlett Mfg. Company lumber for highway in
districts No. 1 and 10,
" lianlet Mtg. Company sewer caps for dist. No. 2.
" C. W. Durrell, labor on highway dist. No. 3, 1877,
" G. Cook & Co., 311 feet plank lor Messer bridge,
'' Kanlet Mfg. Company, bolts and lumber for Jew-
ett bridge in 1877,
'^ Nelson Richardson, balance labor on new bridge,
and widening Main st.,
" A. C. Leavitt, gravel for highway in dist. No. 1,
^' Heirs of Isaac Jewett, stone for new bridge on
Main street,
$8,052 07
PAID FOE PRECINCT CURBENT EXPENSES.
D. S. Dinsmoor, treasurer, 1877,
Truland Brothers, printing prec. reports,
AV. T. Flanders, making blocks and re[). hose tower,
A. J. Hart, services of self and horses on steamer from
May 15, 1877, to May 15, 1878,
W. T. Flanders, blocks for hose (owersandcash paid out,
Chas. Williams, Ji-., 25 Colland zincs,
O. L. Andrews, labor on tire alarm,
J. F. Sanborn & Co., making hooks,
AV. T. Flanders, drying hose,
C. \\. Thatcher, labor and cash paid oul from March 1,
to :\lay 1, 1878,
K. C. Covell, lamps for steamers.
'• hat for chief engineer,
A. C. Leavitl, wood,
*• freight on hose,
J. 1'. Pitman & Co., merchandise,




C. B. S. Watson, drawing hook and ladder,
A. B. Woodward, labor,
A. C. Leavlrt freii-ht,
W. T. Flanders, labor,
8. E. Young & Co., goods,
Boston Dvewood Co., bluevitrol,
C. H. Thatcher, labor,
Wiggin & Keasor, lime and hair,
M. T. Whittier, labor,
W. M. Kendall. Jr., printing,
A. B. Smith, castings,
(lardner Cook, lumber,
W. T. Flanders, labor,
A. B. AV'oodward, ''
F. H. Champlin, goods,
A. J. Farrar, '•
Saml. Eastman & Co., blunderbuss,
Jas. Judkins, labor on steamer,
(tco. Dunbar & Co., lantern for chief engineer,
Wm. T. Flanders, labor,
Michael Scott, "
Geo. H. Everett, use of horses,
A. B. AVoodward, labor,
O'Shea Brothers, rubber coats,
C. li. Thatcher, labor and cash,
M. T. Whittier, ''
J. F. Courtney, '•
Lewis & Sanborn, printing,
W. S. Thomas, stock and labor,
K. M. Merrill & Co., lumber and labor,
A. C. Leavitt, fuel and labor,
Walters. Baldwin, labor,
John Edwards, "
Abram Collins, *' on engine house,
S. W. Sanders, goods,
A. J. Farrar, supplies for tiremen,
Geo. L. Mead, goods,
C. B. S. Watson, labor self and horses at county fair,
J. L. Meserve, blacksmith work,
C. H. Thatcher, labor on tire alarm,
Dimond, Libby & Co., patterns, etc,
\V. L. Swain, pails,
A. B. Woodward, labor,
K. 11. Carter, services as engincei-,







O'Shea Brothers, 2 comforts for lobby.
W. H. Lamprey, Hook & Ladder Co. No. i, State aid,
f. D. Ellis, Torrent Engine Co. No. 2, " '•
Lewis & Sanborn, printing check-list,
J. B. Brown, lighting st. lamps to Nov. 1, 1871),
Hook & Ladder Co., services as tiremen,
Swaniscott Machine Co., iron pipe for posts,
Keliance Hose Co. No. 1, state aid,
" '' '' bal. services as firemen,
Wiggiu & Keasor, merchandise,
Herbert C. Knowlton, damage to wagon in highwa}*,
Steamx'r Co. No. 1, services as tiremen to Jan. 1, 1879,
S. W. SaJiders, mdse. and labor,
John R. Champlin, labor, lanterns and lamps for sts.,
Daniel Barnard, legal services in Varrell suit,
D. S. Dinsmoor, on account of library,
J. B. Brown, lighting and case of st. lamps, to Dec. 1,
A. C. Leavitt, wood for selectmen's room,
Horace Whitcher, use team for selectmen,
John Weeks, use watering trough four years,
S. S. Wiggin, gas for st. lights 6 mos.,
J. B. Brown, lighting and care of st. lights,
Morrill & Silsbv, invoice books,
:;. CovellandE
clock, 6 mos.,
N. Johnson, Jr., books and sta. for town,
** " '' paper for schools,
A. E. C. Hobbs, damage caused by defect in Church st.
in 1877,
Jos. S. Leavitt, damage to blocks and rope,
J. B. Brown, lighting and care of street lights to Feb.l,
Geo. F. Leavitt, blank book and index for town clerk,
Geo. L. Mead, powder and fuse,
N. L. True, return of 82 cert, of deaths and birth,
L. S. Perley, surveying,
C. F. Stone, rent of Police Court room to March 1, -79.
L. F. Busiel. water for watering trough on Main st.,
David Blaisdel, use of watering trough.
L. G. Morgan, ''
S. W. Sanders, chimneys,
E. A. Hibbard, legal services to Feb. 26, 79,
J. S. Howe, horse hire and keeping for selectmen to
Feb. 27, 1879,
Jos. P. Pitman, 2d, use of horse and cash paid out as se-
lectman to March 1, 1879,
C. L. Prescott, damage to land used as a winter road
in 1876-7,




T. J. Wliipple, comisel and advice to selectmen,
Trnland Brothers, printing col. blanks,
D. S. Dinsmoor, library,
J. B. Brown, lighting^ st. lamps to Mar. 1, '79,
Mary H. Fernald, board of Jos. P. Pitman, 2d, select-
man to March 1, 1879,
£. G. Wilson, post mortem exam, of the body of Odell
Sanborn,
Laconia Gas Co., gas 2 mo. to March 1, -79,
Nelson Richardson, cash pd. out as per bill,
Saml. M. Doe, cash paid railroad fare, bounty on foxes
and hawks and other purposes, as selectman,
A. C. Leavitt, wood for lobby,












Financial €ondtion of Old Town, March 1, IS 79.
Due New Town for notes paid as per last report and in-
terest to date, $7,379 16
P^d damage and costs in Hiram Oilman suit as per last
report, and interest to date, 622 67
.A.SSETS.
Due from T. L. Grant's list of 1870,
" ^' M. H. Johnson's note,
57 shares B., C. & M. R. R. stock.
Cash on hand as per last report, and interest,
Cash on hand received of the Town of Gilford,
Due from that portion of the Town annexed to Gilford
in 1876, with interest to date.
Interest due from New Town,
$3,688 39
Liabilities above assets, $4,313 44
$8001 83
16
Amount Paid Gilford, 1875, $3,500 00
'^ '• " 1876, '500 00
*' • '' ^' 1877, 2,000 00
'' 1878, ;},800 00
J§9,800 00
Intcre>>t on abovo payinentJi, - 1,134 20
•si 0,934 20
Aiijumit due from Laconia. 2,700 00
'
$13,634 20
AVhole Amount; of Debt now due, $11,135 80
SelectmenSAMUEL M. DOE, ) ctnK
JOS. P. PITMAN, 2d, > of
NELSON RlCUAPtDSON, ) Laconica.
We have examined the foregoing- accounts and find them cor
reclly cast and properly vouched.
F. W. REEVES, ) , ,.,
J. W. ASHMAN, I
Auditors.
Laconia, March 1st, 1879.
Expense of New Bridge and Widening Main Street.
Paid for Stone, $18 25
'' Lumber, 869 36
" Blacksmith work and Stock, 8'2 91
" Cement, Spikes, Paint, &c., 71 00
" Painting aiid Stock, 28 68
" Concreting, 146 97
$1,217 17
Paid for Labor on Stone and Grading, 547 38
u u u ^Yoo^j Work, 201 75
AVhole expense of Bridge, $1,966 30
Received for Old Lumber, $43 52
EXPLANATION.
The town reports for the last two or three years have shown $3,700.00 paid on the
rfilford debt in 1875, which should l)e $3,500.00; an<l we also find an error in the last
report, 15. M.Sanborn being eredited on his collector's list with $1 ,.500.00 less
than he had paid the Treasurer, as shown by Uie Treasurer's book and Sanborn's
receipts.
We also find i n the items of expenditure upon the last page of the Selectmen's re-
port $1,000.00 paid current expenses ot Fii-e Department which is an error as it was
not paid until some time alter the 1st of March, 1878.
We And the J.JOO.OO Dickey reward and the $:ii0.00 Sandwich pauper bill were not
report*.Hi as liabilities. Making the assets $1,700.00 less, and the liabilities $1,680.00
more than shown by the last year's report.
$83.00 of the money chargo<t to G. H. Gilmau (Sux'veyor) was worked on the new




LACONIA PUBLIC LIBRARY, in account with D. S. DINS-
MOOR, Treasurer.
RECEIPTS.
By Cash from Town of Laconia.
" *' Old Library Association,
DISBURSEMENTS.
Paid N. Johnson, Jr., Library,
'' '' " Record Book,
'' R. H. Smith & Co., Seal,
'' B. C. & M. R. R., Freight,
''
\V". L. Melcher & Co., Insurance,
^* Wm. Lawrence, Labor and Keys,
" Morrill and Silsby, Book and blanks,
" Mansur & Knight, Chairs and Table,
'' G. Cook & Co., Book Cases, &c.,
'' A. W. Lovering, Books,
" H. Whitcher, Express,
*' G. Cook & Co., making Rail, &c.,
*' N. Johnson, Jr., Record Books,
'^ Smith, Lougee Bros. & Co., Carpet,
*^ G. H. Wilkinson & Co., Stove and Labor
"
,
Dimond, Libbv & Co., Gas Fixtures,
'' F. H. Champlin, Book Covers,
•* J. Gilbert, Frames,
" Truland Bros., Printing,
Cash in Treasury.
Cash in Treasui-y,
'* Due from Town,
ASSETS.
LIABILITIES.
Due Estes & Lauriat, Books,
'^ Lewis & Sanborn, Printing,
'' Edmund Tetley, covering Books,
" F. W. Reeves, Services,
'' A. G. Folsom, Rent,
*' Wiggin & Keasor, Wood,
Balance,
Laconia, March 1, 1879.
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REPORT OF S€HOOL COMMITTEE.
By the existing- law the School Committee has no control over
the schools in district No. 1, which are wholly under the direction
of the Board of Education for the district, who are required to re-
report to the School Committe. 1 herewith submit their re-
port upon the schools in District No. 1, for the year ending
March 1, 1879:
The grades and number of the schools remains the same as dur-
ing the preceding year. The same teachers remain in their re-
spective schools, that were in employ one year ago, with the
exception of Miss Ayles, who succeeded Miss J. E. Stevens in the
South Grammar School, at the commencement of the fall term.
During the past two terms there has been much irregularity of
attendance, and a large number of absences in all the schools, oc-
casioned by sickness. By reason of these absences, some of the
pupils in the different schools have been unable to complete satis-
factorilly the required course of study ; but it is hoped by extra
eflfort, at the close of the next term, all classes will have completed
the prescribed course of study for the year, in a manner satisfac-
tory to all. With the exception of the interruption of the last
last terms by sickness, as before stated, the schools as a whole
have done well. We witness with pleasure the growing interest
on the part of parents, in the success and prosperity of our schools.
It is only by a cheerful and earnest co-operation of the parents, and
patrons of the school, with the Board of Education, that we can
hope to attain the highest results of our school system. We feel
certain that the more personal knowledge and observation parents
have of the course of study, the classification of scholars, and the
general management of the schools in all its details, the less in-
clined they will be to find fault, and to criticise. Tardiness, and
absences are the greatest hindrances in the way of success in our
school system. Our schools can never be what we desire them to
be, or what they ought to be, while parents are so ready and wil-
ling to grant leave of absence to their children. The absence of
a scholar from school has a two-fold damaging influence; the scho-
lar finding himself behind in his studies is discouraged, and loses
his interest in the school, while the consequent influence upon the
class is general loss of ambition, and a tendency to break up and
destroy courses of study. These evils mav be practicallv overcome
by the aid and influence of the parents in that direction. The
crowded condition of the primary and intermediate schools during
certain times of the year, is a matter for consideration. Hereto-
fore in the summer and fall terms, when these schools are the ful-
lest, and when they have been crowded so that no teacher could
do them justice, they have been relieved by passing the most ad-
vanced class in each school into that of the next higher grade,
which practically has resulted in lowering the grade of the schools
and passing scholars from the grammar schools into the high, be-
fore they were suitably qualified to enter that grade. This difli-
culty may be obviated by one of two courses ; either to establish
20
another primary or intermediate school, which would require more
school money, and an additional room, or to lower the grade of
the high to that of a grammar school proper, where the most ad-
vanced classes from the other grammar schools might more thor-
oughly complete the study of the common English branches. A
scarcity of school money may lead to the adoption of the latter
coursed But let it be remembered, there are one hundred and
"twenty-nine pupils in the district between the ages of four and fif-
teen years who have not attended school at all the past year.
Should a large portion of these attend school the coming year it
mav necessitate" the establishing of another school. The aggregate
attendance of the schools is larger this year than it was last, and
we cannot reasonably expect it be less in the future.
The whole number of different scholars attending school in the
dist., not less than two weeks during the year was 478, of whom 229
were boys and 249 girls: of this number 14 boys and 14 girls were
over 15 years of age, and all the others were between 5 and 15
years of age. The whole number of children in the district be-
tween 5 and 15 years of age as taken by the selectmen last April
was 579, of whom 305 were boys, and 274 girls. The number be-
tween 5 and 15 years of age, that have not attended school during
the year is 129, of whom 90 are boys, and 39 girls. This number
appears larger than ever before, but we think this may be owing
to the fact that in taking the census last year upon the recommen-
dation of the Governor, a more thorough enumeration of children
was made than has been customary heretofore. In conclusion we
would say, that we consider the deportment of the scholars in and
out of the school-room, and the general discipline of the schools
better this year than in previous years, and are satisfied the schools
are accomplishing all that could be reasonably expected of them.
E. A. HIBBxVRD, GEO. L. MEAJD, ) ^^^. ...
^V. L. MELCHER, CHARLES F. STONE, >x^H?winn
JOHN T. BUSIEL, NOAH L. TRUE. ^J^aucano .
Laconia, March 1, 1879.
In the management of our district schools much tact is needed
to meet the requirements of scholars of diflerent ages, dispositions
and abilities such as we find in schools of this class and too much
care cannot be used in selecting teachers.
The school in District No. 4 has been in every particular a suc-
cessful one. Teacher, scholars and parents all worked in unison
a plan which is worthy of imitation in District No. 3, where polit-
ical strife and family feuds prevail. As might have been foreseen
from the spirit manifested b>' both the citizens and teacher the re-
sult has not been satisfactory—the winter term especially has been
a failure. Of course it is very hard to please two opposing parties,
yet had Miss Small used diplomacy instead of obstinacy much of
the trouble might have been averted.
In District No. 5 the school was far above the average. In dis-
cipline Miss Noyes combined gentleness with firmness, and all
seemed as thoroughly interested the last week as the first.
ELLEN E. S. WADLEIGH, School Committee.
STu^TISTIO-A-L TA.BIL.E.
GRADED SCHOOLS—SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1.





AT A LOA^^ER FIGURE,
THAN ANY SIMILAR COLLEGE
IN NEW ENGLAND.
sendi2k:catalog.ue
For Particulars Address
A. B. MESERVEY,
PRESIDENT.
